Tall Pines STEM Academy Attendance Policy – Revised/Approved May 2026


ATTENDANCE:
Regular attendance is necessary if students are to make the desired and expected academic and social progress. Charter Schools, including Tall Pines STEM Academy, are bound by the South Carolina Department of Education’s attendance policy.  Students must be in school more than half the day to be counted present. State law requires students to miss no more than ten days per year.  According to the South Carolina State Board of Education, “a child ages 6 to 17 years meets the definition of truant when the child has three consecutive unlawful absences or a total of five unlawful absences.” 
 
CHRONIC ABSENTEEISM POLICY:
It is the mission of TPSA to provide engaging learning experiences that are not easily made up individually or at home. Absences with no documentation are automatically considered unlawful. The TPSA Board recognizes that some absences are unavoidable. 

The first five absences will be excused if a parent note is submitted within the first five days of returning to school. Any student who fails to submit a parent note within five days automatically receives an unexcused absence. 

· At five unexcused or three consecutive unexcused absences, the student will be considered truant, and the parent will be sent an attendance notification from the principal. At this point, medical excuses should be provided for any further absences. Excused absences with a doctor’s note do not affect truancy.  
· At seven unexcused absences, students will be considered habitually truant, and the parent will receive a letter from the board stating that a board hearing will be held if the student accrues three additional unexcused absences.
· If three additional unexcused absences occur after the board letter was issued, the student will be considered chronically truant, and the parent will state the defense of the unlawful absences at a board hearing. A board vote will determine whether the student will be allowed to continue enrollment at TPSA or be required to enroll at his/her home zoned school. A majority vote will be the final decision. The parent will be given until the end of that week to register their child at his/her home zoned school and disenrolled from TPSA.

Excused absences include:
· Any absence where a medical excuse is provided within five days from the date the student returns from the absence.
· Recognized religious holiday of the student’s faith.
· Death of an immediate family member. An immediate family member is defined as the parents, stepparents, foster parents, grandparents, siblings, aunts, uncles, and first cousins.  


